Ogden gang unit receives honor
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OGDEN -- When it comes to cleaning up gang activity in a city, traditional police enforcement is often not enough.
Ogden Police Lt. Scott Conley, who heads the city's gang unit, said this is where other programs come in to help prevent and educate about gang activity.
In the city, Conley said, several ideas beyond basic law enforcement have been implemented -- most notably, the Ogden Trece gang injunction, as well as the Community, Re-Entry, Opportunities, Social and Suppression program, which began in September.
The effort the gang unit has made has not gone unnoticed by others in the state who also are working in gang-related law enforcement -- the unit was named Gang Unit of the Year last weekend at the Utah Gang Investigative Conference held in St. George.
Hundreds of police officers throughout the state attended the conference, where officials participate in workshops and discuss gang issues and trends they are seeing in their individual areas.
Along with the unit being recognized, Ogden Detective Anthony Powers was recognized as one of two Investigators of the Year in the state. Weber County Attorney Dee Smith was also named Prosecutor of the Year at the conference.
"We are very proud," Conley said.
Conley said he believes the gang unit received the award because of its involvement in a ground-breaking injunction that has been in effect since September. The injunction limits the amount of contact Trece gang members can have with one another in public and imposes an 11 p.m. curfew. They can't possess a gun or graffiti materials such as spray paint.
"I think the injunction is one of the big things, one of the big reasons," he said. "Because it is breaking ground for other avenues to deal with gang crime, where it's not only the criminal prosecution but civil prosecution. We're moving forward to remove the presence of gangs and make the streets safer."
The injunction is the first of it's kind in Utah, but is modeled after similar provisions in California.
The gang unit also helped launch the CROSS program, which is a court-ordered program in which troubled youths attend counseling sessions and meet with program coordinators to determine what resources they need to help them be successful, whether it's services from the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, Supportive Education for Children of Addicted Parents, or the Boys & Girls Club.
The program is unique in that it is a bridge for community groups and services that help troubled youth.
Conley said the gang unit is exploring more options this year to make even more of an impact on gang crime in Ogden. This could possibly include obtaining tattoo removal equipment that could be used by community members who are looking to cut gang ties, and continuing to educate the community. He said the unit will focus especially on generational gang involvement, helping parents understand how their actions will affect their children's lifestyles.
"We're striving forward," he said. "We're thinking outside of the box."

